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EDITORIAL 


There is great value in the full life of observation, in seeing with our 
eyes in hearing with our ears, and understanding with our hearts, 
which comes from the use of our faculties. 

So many boys and girls, and men and women can go for a walk in the 
bush and find it boring because they have never been taught to see 
or hear. 

The eye for flowers and birds, and the interpretation of the sounds of 
the bush can easily be developed, and once developed is a source of 
everlasting joy, making each walk an adventure where some new thrill 
may be waiting round the corner. 


These words are attributed to Lord Rowallan and were quoted in the 
Bendigo Naturalist of March 1971. They seem to sum up the spirit of this 
issue of our own magazine. The contributors display both enthusiasm and 
keenness of observation and they obviously want to share their 
experiences with us. Now it may seem simplistic and unfashionable in 
today’s complex scientific world to put some of our emotions, our “heart” 
into our perception of the natural world, but | can think of no better aim in a 
naturalist’s life than to make “each walk an adventure”, to enjoy with all our 
faculties, and then to pass on to others some of the excitement of 
discovery. - 

Valda Dedman. 


Caladenia deformis Moggs Creek, 27 August 1983. Photo: Valda Dedman 
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NOTES ON SOME ORCHID 


SPECIES IN ANGLESEA DISTRICT 


SOME OBSERVATIONS ON FIRE EFFECTS ON 
ORCHIDS, MAY 1998. 


By Mary D. White 


ARTHROCHILUS HUNTIANUS — ELBOW ORCHID 

About 8 -- 12 specimens used to be found each year at a site off 
Tanner's Rd, in Alcoa lease. Since the fire the site was visited each year for 
many years and no specimens were found. In Dec. 1992 we found three 
specimens at a gravel pit on Mt. Ingoldsby Rd, so we went out again to the 
Tanner's Rd. site and, after intensive searching, found four specimens. The 
three found at the gravel pit were the first found there for many years. 
BURNETTIA CUNEATA — LIZARD ORCHID 

In Sept 1983 we first found the Lizard Orchid at a site on a tributary of 
Anglesea River near Harrison Track creek crossing. There were many 
specimens along this site which was visited by hundreds of people. At 
some similar sites where the Melalueca squarrosa grew small numbers 
were found. The following year the finding of two specimens was reported. 
Since then we have not heard of any records. 
CALADENIA CAERULEA — BLUE CALADENIA 

In 1988 one specimen was reported. There has only been one other 
record we know of — one specimen in O'Donohue's land. 
CALADENIA DEFORMIS — BLUE CALADENIA 

After the 1983 fire these came up in masses throughout the heathlands. 
There were flowers in one area not actually burnt, but surrounded by burnt 
areas, a small'island. The following year they were very scarce, and in 
most years since they have been hard to find except in places where "cool" 
fires have been carried out. Even then they were not as plentiful as in 1983. 
CALADENIA FILAMENTOSA — DADDY LONG LEGS 

We first recorded this the year before the fire. After the fire we found it in 
several places, but in very small numbers. They reappeared for several 
years, but as vegetation around grew taller, they gradually disappeared. ! 
would expect to find them again after another burn. They were on 
O'Donohue's Land, in Alcoa Lease, off Forest Rd., near the Great Ocean 
Road, above the Scout Camp Dam. 
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CALADENIA VALIDA — SPIDER ORCHID 

My first record is 10th Sept. ‘77. It appeared every year at the same spot 
except for 2 years after the reserve was burnt by the fire brigade and | 
thought it was gone, then it came up again every year since. 

The Caladenias, or Spiders, generally seem to flourish after fires. 
CALASSODIA TUTELATA — PURPLE CALADENIA 

This cross appeared after the 1983 fire one specimen reappeared the 
following year. After a fire in the same area in 1992 no specimens were 
recorded though it was searched for. 
CALEANA MAJOR - FLYING DUCK — CALEANA MINOR - LITTLE DUCK 

These orchids did not appear to be greatly affected by the fire; numbers 
remain fairly constant, but sites tend to flourish for a few years, then 
gradually the numbers decrease and another spot in a similar area may 
flourish. They are found on gravel which does not burn. 
CALOCHILUS IMBERBIS -- NAKED BEARD-ORCHID 

This appeared in small numbers after the fire on a site along Gum Flat 
Rd. They have not now been seen there for several years though the sites 
have been checked. 
CHILOGLOTTIS REFLEXA — AUTUMN BIRD-ORCHID 

This is plentiful at Gum Flat where there was an Autumn and a Spring 
flowering after the fire. In one area there are hundreds of leaves each year, 
sometimes not one flower is seen. 
CHILOGLOTTIS VALIDA — COMMON BIRD-ORCHID 

These are not very common in the district, a few out near the reservoir in 
Forest Rd. As the habitat changes along the upper part of Anglesea River 
near Danger's Lane a large colony is developing. 
CORYBAS SPECIES 

The removal of competing vegetation may help to cause these plants to 
appear, however many plants do not flower. After clearing weeds at Pt. 
Roadknight large numbers of Corybas incurvus came up. 
CRYPTOSTYLIS SUBULATA — LARGE TONGUE-ORCHID 

Clearing of vegetation allows more plants to appear, sometimes the 
summer sun burns off the flower stalks. 
DIPODIUM ROSEUM - HYACINTH ORCHID 

This generally comes up in large numbers in woodlands after fires. In 
1992 there was a patch of about 50 in the Elizabeth Reserve near the 
Ocean Road as a result of a fire a year before. 
DIURIS SPECIES — DOUBLE TAILS 

These species - WALLFLOWER, LEOPARD, TIGER generally come up 
in bia patches after fire. particularlv in an area that has not burnt for some 
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years. There were magnificent displays at Anglesea River Tributary near 
Harrison Track after the 1983 fires. 
ERIOCHILUS CUCULLATUS — PARSON’S BANDS 

These generally are more plentiful after a fire. 
DIURIS LANCEOLATA — SNAKE ORCHID 

This is rare in the district. A few came up after 1983 fires. 
GENOPLESIUM SPECIES 

These appear to be stimulated by fire: G. despectans, G. ciliatum, G. 
morrissi, — flowering 1984. 
GLOSSODIA MAJOR — WAXLIP 

Flowering was stimulated by fire in most areas. At Gum Flat where 
undergrowth is sparse there are very good displays most years. 
LEPORELLA FIMBRIATA — FRINGED HARE ORCHID 

This species comes up in large numbers in heathlands, but it seldom 

flowers. | cannot be sure whether or not fire stimulates germination or 
growth. It does not appear to have much effect on flowering. 
LYPERANTHUS NIGRICANS — RED BEAKS 

Fire definitely stimulates flowering. These plants seldom flower except 
after fire; their leaves are found in many open places through winter and 
spring. 
MICROTIS ATRATA — YELLOW ONION-ORCHID 

This is a swamp plant which comes up readily after fire and flowers well. 
It can be found flowering in open places without the help of fire. 
MICROTIS PARVIFLORA , RARA, UNIFOLIA 

These species are quite common, particularly unifolia, which comes up 
in large numbers after fire, practically every plant bearing flowers. 
ORTHOCERAS STRICTUM - HORNED ORCHID 

These plants do not seem to be greatly affected by fire, they prefer a 
fairly open area. 
PRASOPHYLLUM AUSTRALE — AUSTRAL LEEK ORCHID 

After the '83 fire these plants appeared in places where they had not 
been seen previously and were seen for two or three years and then not 
seen in that spot again. 
PRASOPHYLLUM ΒΗΑΙΝΕΙ-- GREEN LEEK ORCHID 

This is rare in the district but was seen on what is now Mansfield’s Land, 
near Power Line Track. We have not seen them there since about 1985. 
PRASOPHYLLUM BREVILABRE — SHORT-LIP LEEK ORCHID 

This seems to appear after fire and remains for a short period, perhaps 
only one flowering. 
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PRASOPHYLLUM ELATUM — TALL LEEK ORCHID 

This is definitely stimulated to appear and flower. Large numbers 
appeared after the ‘83 fire; the following year there were very few. 
PRASOPHYLLUM FRENCHII — SLATY LEEK ORCHID 

This appears after fire and is seldom seem after the first year. 
PTEROSTYLIS ALATA — STRIPED GREENHOOD 

This is seen at times other than after fire. At one side on the foredune a 
large patch came up and flourished for that year. Next year they were not 
seen, but | believe that rabbits had eaten the bulbs. 
PTEROSTYLIS SPECIES 

These are generally seen irrespective of fire, though they are generally 
stimulated by fire; however, this may not always apply. At Ironbark Basin 
there was a very large area of P. nutans on a certain track with some 
bracken around about. After the fire they did not reappear and still (92) had 
not come up to any extent at that site, though P. pedunculata came up in 
large numbers at the site in 1992. | wondered if the burning of the 
underground rhizomes of bracken might have destroyed the bulbs. 
THELYMITRA ANTENNIFERA — RABBIT'S-EARS 

These appear in larger numbers after fire and flower freely. 
THELYMITRA ARISTATA — GREAT SUN ORCHID 

After '83 fire very large numbers of these plants appeared and flowered, 
Since then some sites where they were plentiful have not produced any. On 
the other hand on one site along Forest Road they continued to flower for 
several years. In 1991 and 1992 we could not find them at that site. We 
expect another fire would stimulate them to grow and flower. In general it 
seems that Sun orchids flower well after fire. 
THELYMITRA MATTHEWSII — SPIRAL SUN ORCHID 

At a site at Airey's Inlet these were growing, flowering and setting seed 
pre-fire. This site was burnt with fierce heat and each year this site was 
- inspected by numerous orchid hunters and there was no sign of leaves until 
1991 when leaves appeared. Then in 1992 five advanced buds were seen 
in August. Flowers formed, but lack of sunlight meant that they were not 
seen to open fully. There were over 30 plants, some very small, apparently 
seedlings. These are being watched every year and for several months 
during each year. 
NOTE re DIPODIUM 

In a garden which | have tended for about 15 years and which has not 
had any soil introduced as far as | know, a Dipodium roseum appeared in 
1990. Unfortunately the flower head was knocked off before its flowers 
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opened. It came up again in 1991, but again it was destroyed when it was 
about to flower. In 1992 it did not appear. 

A fire went through an area on Gum Flat Rd. opposite International 
Harvester land in 1980 and there was a very good flowering of orchids 
afterwards. The same area was burnt in 1983, but this time there was very 
little flowering of orchids. Why? It appears that the flowering effect of fire is 
generally much more effective if there is a longer period between fires. 
After ‘83 fires, masses of orchids flowered in a section of Alcoa Lease near 
Harrison Track where it crosses a tributary of Anglesea River. This had not 
been burnt for quite a long time. 

Mary D. White 
4 McMillan St., 
Anglesea, 3230. 


Prasophyllum australe, Anglesea, October 1993. Photo: Valda Dedman 
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CORMORANT PARADE 


By Louis N. Lane 


| have often watched flights of birds passing over Surrey Hill Estate, 
Geelong East in early evening — shags tabouring westward into the sunset 
from the Bay while flocks of snowy sea gulls winged in the opposite 
direction from somewhere inland. 

In July, 1993, | viewed the parade from the western terminus of this daily 
counter—migration. At 4.30 p.m., the trees on the island in the lake at 
Balyang Sanctuary looked almost full of roosting tenants — but these were 
merely the early—birds. 

| watched more shags arriving in flights of twenty or more for a while and 
was astonished to find they were homing in on the chimney of the old 
Marnock Vale Mill on the corner of Riversdale Road, Newtown. 

Without exception, the squads passed south of that chimney: after which 
they went into a glide which allowed them to clear a row of four tall aspens 
in Marnock Road by over three metres and, after crossing the road well 
above the telephone—-wires, they took a steep dive into the water. A few 
individualists flapped straight into the trees, no doubt to quarrel over their 
favorite perches; but most completed a little ritual of ablutions before 
emerging on the shore to dry their wings, in the way of shags, by holding 
them out-spread. 

Around the island, they assembled like a black and white fringe. 

Meanwhile, the seagulls which had lined the eastern margin of the lake, 
like snow, took off in smart flocks of about fifty, departing, first, in a 
northerly direction to avoid colliding with the cormorants. 

As the sunset faded, the homecoming shag-squads became smaller — 
tens and sevens. One lot of stragglers could only muster three. 

There are four more aspens down the road a bit but this row did not 
attract the squads. They were still coming in just south of the brick chimney 
when | left at 5.30 p.m., when all the light had seeped out of the sky. The 
fringe of birds round the lake were spectral in the dusk. 

| would rather like to hear the Phalocrocorax back-chat when they all 
tried to go upstairs to bed. 

Louis Lane 
Barkly Street, 
Geelong East, 3219. 
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RED-CAPPED DOTTERELS AT 
POINT ROADKNIGHT 


by Ted Faggetter 

In December 1943 our family, parents and two small children, was 
fortunate in being able to spend a brief holiday in the Purnell’s Cottage in 
Bel Air Avenue, Anglesea. In those days, of course, there were no houses 
beyond the Lookout, and the only building at Point Roadknight was the old 
fisherman's shack on the foreshore. Late one afternoon, friends who were 
staying with us returned from a walk over the heathland to Point 
Roadknight and knowing my interest in bird life, proudly presented me with 
an egg, one of two which they found on a rock at the Point. Naturally | was 
not very amused and put it on the mantelpiece hoping to identify it later. 

In the morning | thought that all | could do, remembering my egg 
collection way back in the early 1920's in England, was to "blow it" for the 
children. So, holding it carefully | started to make a hole in the small end 
but immediately became aware of a squeak — for a moment | did not 
realise it came from the egg, but with another squeak it was obvious there 
was a chick inside. This presented a problem as my immediate reaction 
was to attempt to find the nest, but our friends were returning to Melbourne 
on the early bus and could not take me to the spot where they had found 
the eggs. However, they gave me a description of the site and | set off 
immediately with the egg, carried delicately in a sock, though | wasn't very 
hopeful of finding the nest in the jungle of rocks at the Point. 

Our friends' instructions had been precise and it was not long before | 
saw a solitary egg on a large slab surrounded by a few minute pieces of 
shell arranged in a small circle. Carefully, | placed the pierced egg 
alongside its mate and retreated. There was no sign of the parents apart 
from a few swift passes of which | was hardly aware. 

Early the following morning, with my daughter Rachel | went early to the 
Point, and as we approached the nest along the inner beach it was evident 
that things had changed. The Red-Capped Dotterel, as it proved to be, put 
on a lively performance as we approached the rock, dragging its wing 
along the sand, trying to attract our attention, and flitting above us as we 
got close. And then, to our delight, we saw two quite large, fluffy 
youngsters close together, perfectly still. in the ‘nest’ in the bright sunshine. 

After taking a photograph we withdrew out of direct sight to watch what 
would happen, and were eventually rewarded by seeing the parents deftly 
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usher the two chicks away to safety among the clefts in the rocks. By 
diligently searching we found one in a small depression and | was able to 
photograph it, barely visible against the rocky background, and that was the 
last we saw of them. 

So one chick survived the night, no doubt snug under its parent, while 
the other spent a cold night on the mantelpiece. Then they were reunited in 
their shells to break out overnight, and snuggle together for just a few brief 
hours. The large slab of rock is still in position 50 years later, but | wonder if 
it ever hosted another nest. 

Ted Faggetter 
Aireys Inlet, 3221. 


Rea-capped Plover (i.e. Dottrel) on nest. Photo: Trevor Pescott. 
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TONIGHT : Our speaker is fellow member, Margaret Cameron, who will 


Speak οἱ on "Irian Jaya". 


this topic at Bird Group some time ago, 


Some of us already have heard her lecture on 


but Margaret has many more 


colourful tales to tell about this "walking birding" tour, and we look 


forward to a very entertaining and informative evening. 


Margaret. 

ROSTERS 

7 Sept. Supper 
Hall 
Library 

5 Oct. Supper 
Hall 
Library 

2 Nov. Supper 
Hall 


Library 


Sherwood, J. Rowe 

Hergstrom, P. Coates, T. Pescott 
Ramsay 

Tribe, P. Smith 

Hergstrom, T. Pescott, C. Morley 
Wager 

Ward, H. Chisholm 

Hergstrom, C. Morley, R. Bugg 
Mathison 


Welcome to 


COMING EVENTS 


Sept. 11 Plant Group Excursion. Mt. Duneed/Torquay 
12 Orange Bellied Parrot Count, Swan Bay 
14. Plant Group meeting. "Asteraceae". Chris Hose 
19 Excursion. Eumeralla Scout Camp. - 
Leaders: P.Coates & Chris Hose (Ph: 434432) 
23 Evening at Deakin University Science Faculty - 
Leader: R.Whiteside (Ph: 433279) 
28 Bird Group meeting. "Caring for Injured Birds" - 
P. Coates. . 
Oct. 2/3 Excursion. You Yangs. Boneseed Eradication & B.B.Q. 
Leaders:R.Beardsley (Ph:411951) & V.Dedman(Ph:432374) 
2 Bird Group Excursion - Serendip 
-5 General meeting. "Native Freshwater Fish" - 
Ian Smith 
9 Plant Group Excursion. Anglesea/Moggs Creek 
12 .Plant Group meeting. "Mainly Orchids" - B.Quirk 
15/17 W.V.F.N.C.A. Campout. Mt. Arapiles | 
17 Excursion.Wallington Bushland Reserve & Ocean Grove 


Nature Reserve. Indentification Workshop - 

Leaders: P.Brien (Ph:554550) & I.Woodland (Ph:216517) 
23 Bird Group meeting. "Tibooburra Birds in the Wet and 

Dry." M. Hewish 
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Excursion - Eumeralla Scout Camp. 19th September, 1993 
Leaders: Peter Coates (Ph:531290) - fauna 


Chris Hose ` (Ph:434432) - flora 
Programme - 9.00 a.m. Depart Karingal (Humble Street). 
` Please car pool to reduce the number. 
9.45 a.m. approx. arrive Eumeralla Camp 
12.00 p.m. Lunch - Β.Υ.0. as there are no shops 
1.00 p.m. Afternoon walk 
4.00 p.m. Approx return to Karingal 


Peter Coates 
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Excursion - Visit to Biology Laboratory, Deakin University 
Thursday, 23rd September, 1993 - 7.30 p.m. - 9.00 p.m. 
Leader: R. Whiteside (Ph: 433279) 


The basic aim of the visit is to make use of high power microscopes to 
view specimens of small items. Members are invited to bring along 
specimens -of flower parts, small insects, water fleas, etc. 

Meet at the first carpark next to the first roundabout which can be 
reached from Pigdon's Road, at the second entrance from Colac Road 
(i.e. the Highton side) to the University at 7.20 p.m. 


R. Whiteside 
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BONESEED ERADICATION $2 - YOU YANGS (Saddle Picnic Area) 
DATES Saturday 2nd and Sunday 3rd October, 1993 


Start: 9.30 a.m. Saturday, 10.00 a.m. Sunday 
LEADERS Rob Beardsley (41-1951) and Val Dedman (43-2374) 
LOCATION Meet at You Yangs - the Saddle carpark (see map) 

Our second working bee for '93 will be held on the first weekend in 
October. Due to the low turnout on our July weekend we will again be 
pulling the smaller (regrowth) size plants to the lower side of the 
` West Walk - guaranteed easy going! This area was originally cleared 
of mature plants during the 91-92 seasons. To reach the Saddle follow 
the main entrance road (Turntable Dr.) to the. Turntable, then left 
onto Rockwell Rd.(unsealed). Follow Rockwell Rd., then take road on 
the right to the Saddle carpark. From here follow the G.F.N.C. signs 
to the work area. 

Admission fee to the You Yangs Park will be waived provided 
volunteers identify themselves by calling in at the park office. 

The following message may hint at desperation for new ideas that 
will, hopefully, coax members out to the You Yangs - if only for a 
'hit and run' on the boneseed. 


'MITTSONBONESEEDI'.......PLEASE CONSIDER! 
If the ABC is your preferred viewing, come see me, I will cheerfully 
interpret the above. : 


BRING Gloves, spade/mattock, wet/warm gear, protective eyewear, 
lunch and binoculars. 


Due to the success of our lunchtime BBQ's I shall again see that 
they are 'ready to cook' come lunchtime Sat. and Sun. 
Hope to see you on the 2nd and 3rd. 


R. Beardsley 
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Artists in Wetlands Project 


At a further meeting with Hank Van Apeldoorn and the artists 
involved, it has been planned that members of our Club will be in 
attendance at several of the sites where the artists will be showing 


or performing their works, on the weekend of 18th/19th September. 


Members of G.F.N.C. are also planning a display which will be part of 
the project when it moves to the Geelong Art Gallery on 22nd 
September. It is planned that a member will man the display for an 


hour each day, and demonstrate a differing special interest daily. 


If you have display matter, or can help in any way, please contact 
Cec Lawrie or Dave King. Complete details and a brochure will be 


forwarded by mail to each member shortly. 
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W.V.F.N.C.A. Campout Mt. Arapiles. 15th/17th October, 1993 

Features. Mt. Arapiles - 369 meters high, 1500 hectares, makes up part 
of the Mt. Arapiles - Tooan State Park.Is a northern outlier of the 
Grampians, containing 500 plant species and many birds. The Tooan 
block, 5 km west is a good birding area in low eucalypt forest on clay 
flats and mallee bushland. The adjoining area of St. Mary's Lake 
Wildlife Reserve carries many waterfowl. There are many other lakes 
and swamps in the area. 

The Campout site is a bush camp at Mt. Arapiles with no formalised 
sites - Charges $1.00 per person per night, children under 8 yrs free. 

Facilities include flush toilets, cold water wash basins, shelter 
shed and barbeque fireplaces, some tables and chairs. 

Access from either Winmera Highway  (Horsham-Edenhope Rd) or 
Horsham-Goroke Rd. Mt. Arapiles is 35 km west of Horsham and 10 km 
west of Natimuk. 

Other accommodation available at:- 

National Hotel, Natimuk (Ph: 053-871300) 

Natimuk Lake Caravan Park (053-871439) 

or in Horsham 
Programme Friday, 15th October - 7.30 p.m. Ranger-in-charge, 

Ρ. Hawker, speaking on "The Mt. Arapiles-Tooan State Park" 

Supper provided 

Saturday, 16th October - 9.30 a.m. - Choice 

(a) Walk with the Ranger 

(b) Birds & Vegetation - Tooan Block & St. Mary's Lake 
5 km drive. Leader: R. Sutherland 

(c) Saline & Freshwater Lakes & Swamps. 50 km drive ἃ 
walkabout, gum boots necessary 

12 noon LUNCH. Campsite, then repeat of morning 

activities. 

6.30 p.m. Catered Dinner & Annual General Meeting 

Sunday, 17th October 

9.30 a.m. Little Desert N.P. - Southern boundary 

(Cooack). A walk with Rangers 

12.00 noon.BBQ Lunch at Mt. Arapiles Campground, catered 

by Horsham F.N.C. 


(Cont.) 


Ν.Ν.Ε.Ι.ζ.Α. Campout - 15th/17th Oct., 1993(continued) 


If you wish to attend this Campout, please fill in list below and 
return to:- 
Mr. George Cornwall, 
Secretary, 
Horsham Field Naturalists Club, Inc., 
47 Federation Avenue, 
HORSHAM, 
VIC. 3400 
(Ph: 053-822343) 


N.B. Registration fee is to cover costs of Hall hire. 


NAME CLUB 


SATURDAY night dinner* and 2 suppers (Fri. & Sat.) 
* Dinner - tea & coffee will be provided. If 
you require a different drink BYO & glass 


SUNDAY B.B.Q. lunch. 


Boiling water will be provided, bring your tea, 
coffee, etc. 
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CAMPOUT REGISTRATION FEE PER PERSON 
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Number of people likely to camp in the park 


* 
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THE GREAT BIRD CHASE IS ON AGAIN! 

Dust off your bins, put on your gumboots and get your team 
together for the RAOU's 1993 Twitchathon. The race will be 
held on 30-31 October and anyone interested in birds is 
welcome to join in the fun. 


Money raised in Victoria and New South Wales will help 
protect Regent Honeyeaters, while in Tasmania and Western 
Australia teams will be supporting the Swift Parrot and 
Malleefowl projects, respectively. Projects in Queensland and 
South Australia will also be selected. 25% of the funds raised 
in each state will go towards the RAOU's national project - 
protecting native grasslands. 


To find out more about the Twitchathon, or any of our other 
Bird Week activities, please contact Michelle Rice RAOU, 21 
Gladstone Street, Moonee Ponds Vic. 3039. Tel: (03)370 
1422 Fax: (03)370 9194. If you don't want to take part in the 
Twitchathon you can still support the state projects by 
sponsoring a team in the race or by making a donation to 
RAOU. Don't miss out on the fun, and remember the more 
supporters we have the more we can help native birds. 
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ΑΑΑΛΑΑΑΧΧΑΑΛΧΧΑΧΑΚΧΑΚΑΧΑΧΑΚΑΑΑΧΧΚΑΑΧΑΧΑΧΑΧΚΧΚΧΧΑΑΧΚΧΚΧΑΧΑΚΑΧΧΑΚΑΚΑΧΑΧΑΚΧΧΚΧΚΑΧ 
Allied Flora Activity - Friday, 5th November, 1993 
Canoe the Barwon River above Lake Connewarre. 


Phone : Jo Heatlie (502216) or Marilyn McInnes (572144) one or two 
nights prior for details. 
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PLANT GROUP REPORT 


Some 12 members attended our first Herbarium Workshop at the last 
monthly meeting. This was a very rewarding exercise, and not only did 
we learn a great deal about the dried plants which we worked with, but 
we realised how much really close inspection of a plant helps with 
identification. 

The beginnings of our plant collection has taken place, and more 
such evenings are being planned. Our thanks to Les and Leila for 
their great help with the pressing of specimens, and Les for his 
arranging the supply of paper materials, etc. 

An excursion is planned on llth September. Meet at "La Campagnola" 
in Torquay Road at 1.30 p.m., then travel together in convoy to 
Stewart's Reserve, Rice Reserve and then on to Torquay to see the 
vegetation at "Deep Creek, off Darian Road, Torquay. 

At the next Plant Group meeting Chris Hose will lead a discussion 
on "Asteraceae". All welcome. 


C. Lawrie 
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Topics for discussion at the start of this meeting included 
Margaret Cameron's proposal to become involved in guided tours of the 
You Yangs for Bird Week (end of October) and a reply from Melbourne 
Water about our letter enquiring about the new Environment Officer to 
be appointed to help oversee environmental issues at the Werribee 
Sewerage Treatment Plant. The issue of permits to visit Sand Island 
was discussed; it is best to contact Stuart Bowe several days prior 
to a visit to obtain permission from D.C.N.R. 

Sightings of birds during the previous month included Swift Parrots 
at the You Yangs, a Powerful Owl at the Brisbane Ranges, 2 Latham's 
Snipe at Jerringot (15.8.93, very early return), 35 Pied Currawong in 
Highton, a Powerful Owl at the Ironbark Basin, a Royal Albatross at 
Pt. Addis and 2 escapees; a superb Parrot at Eastern Park and a Port 
Lincoln Parrot at Lara. 

The guest speaker for the night was Richard Loyn. Richard has 
travelled extensively world wide, with adventures in the "wilder" 
parts of South America, such as Bolivia and Columbia, but he 


restricted his talk to the birds of Argentina and Tierra Del Fuego and 
Patagonia. 


(Cont.) 


Bird Group (cont.) 


Richard's extensive slides showed both the spectacular scenery and 
sights of this region plus the birds. Many species have relatives in 
Australia (Jacana, ducks, geese, night herons, Kingfishers, Grebe, 
cormorants) but many are completely foreign species. Birds such as 
the magnificent Condors, the Sheathbills, Tanigers, Toucans and 
Potchards and many others were examples of different genera that exist 
in South America. Richard's extensive knowledge of the world's birds 
allowed him to give details of their habits. Richard has personally 
observed over 2000 different bird species and his informative talk had 
us all yearning to head off to these exotic locations. 

Next Excursion - Saturday, 2nd October 

Meet at 8 a.m. at Serendip for a Bird walk and count with Peter 
Coates. 

Barry Lingham 
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ANGAIR INC. 1993 WILDFLOWER AND ART SHOW 


Saturday, 18th September. 10 a.m. - 5.30 p.m. 
Sunday, 19th September. 10 a.m. - 5.00 p.m. 
Admission - Adult $4.00 Pensioners/Students $2.00 
Children under 12 years FREE 
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FRIENDS of the BANNOCKBURN BUSH 


A well attended meeting was held on the 17th August at the 
Bannockburn Primary School, for the purpose of forming a Friends Group 
for the Bannockburn Reserve. The meeting was chaired by Shire 
Councillor, John Erwin and was addressed by Mark Trengrove and James 
Ross of the V.N.P.A. An interim core group was selected to get the 
Group up and running. The Bannockburn Reserve is a valuable remnant 
of bush and it is great that a Friends Group has been formede We wish 
the Group well and look forward to working with them in the future. 


Akk kkk kkk kkk kkk kkk 
DID YOU KNOW? 


During the past two years the number of 'Friends' groups within the 


state of Victoria has more than doubled. From a total of 
approximately 100 at the onset of 1991 the number is now approaching 
250. This grassroots momentum is, indeed, exciting. 'Roll on', 


Friends Groups! 
ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧ 


COSMOS CORNER 


With the "Mars Observer" space craft causing multi million dollar 
problems overhead, it is perhaps topical to think of Mars. 

Last century, Schiaparelli, a member of the fashion family, first 
saw straight lines on the^planetand he called them "canali". With the 
observations of a polar cap and changing colours on the surface, the 
popular press soon had a myth up and running about advanced life on 
the planet. Later, the embryo motion picture industry produced many a 
twenty minute single reeler about this remote life. The American 
astronomer, ercival Lowell, believed the lines to be aqueducts. 

It took nearly a hundred years for our space research to tell.us 
that Mars has no surface water, crops. or man-made earthworks. 

Mercury 


Then why is it that, reporting on the missing Mars 
satellite," "The Age" recently stated that several 


"Senior Scientists" had observed "pyramidical 
structures". on the surface of the planet? 
ED. 
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ANGAIR REGENERATION PROJECT 


Spring 1993 Survey. - It is now 10 years since the Ash Wednesday 
fires and there has been amazing regrowth of the bush around Anglesea, 
especially in the heath woodlands. 
Helpers are needed for the plant surveys on: - 
Saturday, 2nd October - Pt. Addis heath 
Sunday, 3rd October - Harrison Track heath 
Saturday, 9th October - Ironbark - Angahook 
This is an ideal activity for seeing wildflowers in full display. 
Meeting times for all days is 9 a.m. at the Anglesea Hall. Bring 
lunch, wear windjacket and stout shoes. 
For more information phone :- 
Margaret Polmear 389-1330 (day) 890-9122 (a.h.) 
Flora Anderson 
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THE PROPOSED V.F.N.C.A. STUDY CAMPOUT - OCTOBER, 1994 
(See August Newsletter) 


To date we have received no response from our members regarding 
subject matter for this Campout. 

If you are interested in a particular subject this subject will be 
included in the study, provided enough people have indicated their 
preferences. 

A questionnaire has been sent to this Club, and anyone wishing to 
. attend is asked to register their preferences zie with Cecily 
Lawrie, or as soon as possible. (Ph: 443395) 
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COMMITTEE NOTES 


It was with regret that the Committee accepted the resignation of 
Les Barrow from the Committee. His valuable service to the Club 
extends back to its earliest days, and his work on the Committee will 
be greatly missed. 

However, we are very pleased that his expert help within the Club 
will continue, and we look forward to great activities within the 
Biodiversity Workshop Group, soon to be commenced, and the building of 
the Herbarium within the Plant and Jerringot Groups. 


PROGRAM FOR 1994/95 
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Membership help is greatly needed to plan the program for the 
coming year. Me are sure that the combined knowledge of members will 
produce a diverse and interesting program plan which all members will 
enjoy, but this cannot be done without INPUT from everyone. 

If you have knowledge of interesting areas, would like to visit 
these places or campouts and excursions, and know of anyone who has 
expert knowledge of these areas, inf to the Committee with your 
suggestion details. 

If you wish to hear an expert speak on your special interest, tell 
us! We do not know what you want unless you tell us. 

The Club remains without a President, or a Vice-President, and it 
is only with your help that a planned program will evolve for next 
year. 

C. Lawrie 
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JERRINGOT GROUP 

The first Herbarium specimens were mounted at the Plant Group 
meeting, and they look great. 

Latham's Snipe have arrived back from Japan, very early, as Denis 
Greenwell proved on the Club excursion on 15th August. He saw two and 
Gordon McCarthy saw one on the 19th August. 

A group of Gumnut Guides (aged 6-7) from Grovedale planted 11 trees 
in the pouring rain, and we will probably continue our planting in 
October. We need to make. a detailed long-term plan first and we must 
care for our plants over the summer months to minimize losses. 

We have provided information and support to a group of VCE students 
from South Barwon Secondary College who are doing a Common Assessment 
Task on Jerringot. This is a great way for us to spread the word 
about the area's value. Another great opportunity comes as part of 
the Barwon Wetlands Art Project. For details see elsewhere in this 
Newsletter. 3 

We have started to make a photographic record of the area. This 
will become a valuable reference tool. If you have any prints or 
slides you could spare, please pass them on to me. 

Valda Dedman 
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As there have been changes within the Committee the current list of 
Committee Members is:- 


Immediate Past President Mr. Graeme Tribe 
Honorary Secretary Mr. Barry Lingham 
Honorary Assistant Secretary Mr. Peter Williams 
Honorary Minutes Secretary Ms Claire McCormick 
Honorary Treasurer Mr. Ray Baverstock 


Committee:- Mr. Rolf Baldwin 
Mr. Rob Beardsley 
Mrs. Cec Lawrie 
Miss Diana Primrose 
Mr. Dick Southcombe 
Positions vacant - President and Vice President 
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IF UNCLAIMED PLEASE RETURN T0:- 
ΡΠ. BOX 1047, GEELONG, 3220 - 
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WORLD ENVIRONMENT DAY AT 
JERRINGOT 
5 June, 1993 


11.30 a.m. — 12.30 p.m. 

| want to tell you about the little birds. As | walked along the old railway 
track in wintery sunshine the air was alive with movement and bursts of 
bright twittering. A flock of about a dozen Red-browed Finches settled for a 
moment or two in a leafless bush, with a pair of White-fronted Chats, he 
dapper in black and white, she in soft greys. Four male Superb 
Fairy-wrens darted about with flashes of bright blue satin, in and out of the 
lignum, round about the grass, with a suite of brown Jennys and drab 
teenagers shaking their blue tails. Cisticolas, tinier still, brown and 
buff-streaked balls of energy, perched on the seed heads of grasses. The 
birds were all around me; | didn't need binoculars. They went about their 
business disregarding. my presence. | felt that if | could only keep still long 
enough they would settle on my head and arms. And all this was in sight of 
a large city, a busy shopping centre, a major highway. 

Valda Dedman 
1.30 p.m. 

On 5th June, World Environment Day, | went with Lily Sherwood to 
Jerringot. We are just so fortunate to have this interesting and easily 
accessible area, where we can see waterbirds moving around on the lake 
and foraging amongst the rushes and sedges. 

Some of the birds seen were: 

Black Swan with half-grown cygnets 

Great Egret 

Australian Pelican 

Little Pied Cormorant 

Silver Gull s 

Masked Lapwing 

Purple Swamphen 

Coots 

Flying overhead: 

Flocks of ducks 

Flock of Ibis 
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We inspected the trees which had been planted by members of the 
Geelong Field Naturalists Club and found they were progressing well. 
There was a considerable amount of litter along the bank next to the 
Barwon Heads Road and in areas where the drains empty into the swamp. 
We even saw a football! We gathered and removed a small amount of 
rubbish found in the area around the bird hide. 

Leila Ramsay 


4.42 p.m. 
A ponderous gloom settles on the swamp. One grey/brown and two 


black swans near the bird hide. Six dark brown ducks swimming about 
nonchalantly, ignoring each other. In the distance 26 white birds standing 
about. Expect to see Heathcliffe any moment, running towards me, 
shouting, “Cathy”. 

Elga Kennins (non-connoisseur of birds). 

5.00 p.m. 

We walked along the bike path towards the south end of the lake. 

Along the edge of the ditch on the eastern side of the bike path and the 
edge of the golf course we saw: 

10 Purple Swamphens foraging on the muddy bank and on the grass at 
the edge of the golf course. One more was observed later walking through 
reeds at the south end. l 

2 White-Faced Herons flew low across the path towards the golf course 
from the lake area, but we didn’t see where they landed. 

4 White-Plumed Honeyeaters were flying noisily in the trees along the 
path. 

2 New Holland Honeyeaters perched fleetingly in another bare- 
branched tree. 

18 Magpie Larks flew reasonably high, in a group, from the direction of 
the golf course towards Belmont. 

On the east side of the lake on a small reedy island adjoining the bank 
were about 55 Cattle Egrets crowded together and settling down with very 
little movement for the night. 

One Pelican was with them but later left and flew south. 

4 Australasian Grebes and 7 Black Ducks were swimming at the south 


eastern end of the lake. 


5.15 p.m. 

One Straw-Necked Ibis flew over north to south. We were watching from 
the south end of Jerringot. 
5.16 p.m. 


A small flock of 13 Cattle Egrets flew in and settled quietly with the 
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others. 
5.25 p.m. 

Another small flock of 11 flew from the west and joined the others. 
5.27 p.m. 

A flock of 9 flying in from the south joined the group. 
5.30 p.m. 

2 more flew in from the west. 
5.40 p.m. 

1 Large Egret flew over going south. 
5.45 p.m. 

It was now dark and everything was quiet except for a few ducks 
quacking. We were thinking of leaving as it seemed that no more egrets 
were arriving. The group was settling down in what, we thought was a safe 
place from predation and away from the passing traffic. Suddenly, to our 
amazement, we dimly saw the whole flock of Cattle Egrets take off and fly 
low across the water to the west side of the lake nearer the road. 

Unfortunately we couldn’t check the island to see if any remained in the 
original grouping place as it was too dark when we walked back along the 
bike path. Also we could not see exactly where they settled without going 
too close for fear of frightening them away from their roosting place. 

Bev Morwood 
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EUROPEAN WASP — ANOTHER 
FERAL PEST 


By Barry Redman 


After having a slight knowledge of them, | became more aware of the 
wasps last year. 

| had previously seen a couple around a rock retaining wall at 
Castlemaine. | now know that these structures are one of their preferred 
nesting sites. | had also found whilst holidaying at Bright that they are 
attracted to the smell of meat on a barbeque. 

Last Spring | became much more conscious of them, when first, | nearly 
got hold of a dopey one that had settled on the handle of our front security 
door. It was obviously just recovering from its winter torpor. 

Then | saw two more in the garden, | had not previously seen then in the 
area, although | had heard that they were in the Highton area. | killed these 
two with fly spray. 

| reacted not only to their bright colour and size, but also to their extreme 
aggression. One which | sprayed flew directly at my face. 

When | showed one of the “dead” ones to my neighbour, we were both 
amazed when it rose vertically to about two metres and then flew off in a 
Straight line towards Grovedale at a very fast rate, hopefully to warn its 
colony not to visit our garden. It had been smothered in Pea-Beu insect 
spray and had been lying motionless for ten minutes or so. 

A recent report in the Geelong Advertiser describes this "straight line 
flying" as characteristic and a means to locate the nest. 

My neighbour told me that he had to get a pest controller to spray a nest 
he had found in his garden, and two sprayings were necessary. He also 
showed me where a queen had started to construct a nest in curtain folds 
on the inside of his toilet window. It looked like rough dark grey mortar. 

At this stage | decided to contact the local Council. The Health Inspector 
advised me that "they are a fact of life: we'll have to get used to them!" 

He also said | did the wrong thing when | killed the first one (which | 
Stood on). He said intruders are possibly young queens looking for a new 
nesting site and chasing them releases pheromones which can result in a 
swarm of workers arriving. 

| obtained a very informative pamphlet, put out by Bayer Australia Ltd., 
and contacted other neighbours to warn them of the problem. They were 
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unaware of the existence of the wasp. 

We all need to know that in Spring the young queens start to search for 
new nesting sites and a calendar note may be appropriate. 

Whilst on holiday in Tasmania last summer, we saw smaller wasps 
swarming on fallen fruit in Hobart. They appeared to me to be related and 
indeed locals described them as European wasps. Whether these were 
workers or a Similar species, | don’t know. 

Due to their aggressive nature and the fact that, unlike bees, they can 
sting repeatedly and attack in swarms, and also that, like us, they love cans 
of beverage, and meat, you can see how dangerous they are (especially if 
swallowed!) 

If we learn about them and warn our friends and neighbours, we may 
slow their spread and may prevent serious injury to us, our children or pets. 

Wasps first appeared in mainland Australia in 1977 and have now 
spread to most of Victoria, Sydney and Adelaide. It seems we have another 
feral pest to contend with. 

Some of the main features listed in the Bayer pamphlet are: 

* They are predatory scavengers, attracted to either protein or 
carbohydrates (barbeques!) 

They nest in thousands and can each sting repeatedly. The sting 
contains several toxins, to which a minority of people are 
hypersensitive. 
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* They are aggressive and when disturbed release a pheromone to 

attract others. 

* They nest in sheltered areas such as — ground, rockeries, rubbish 

heaps, shrubs, roofs and walls of buildings. 

A video is available for fuller information. Both pamphlet and video can 
be obtained from local councils. 

Barry Redman 

3 Stork Street, 

Belmont, 3216. 

EDITOR’S NOTE: / can vouch for the painfulness of the sting. Last 
Spring | was stung several times when wasps became entangled in my hair 
after | had dug into a nest whilst planting a tree at Pollocksford. It felt like 
red-hot needles in my scalp, and the pain and swelling persisted for 
several days. 

Spraying with Baygon powder disposed of this nest, and another in the 
wall cavity of our Highton home. We had seen wasps flying in and out 
through the ventilator grate, and had found several inside the house, 
usually on the carpet. We tried unsuccessfully to track down another nest 
at Pollocksford after finding the exposed flesh of half eaten apples still on 
the tree absolutely covered with the black and yellow wasps. The European 
wasp is indeed very widespread in the Geelong district. j 


NEWS ABOUT MY STRAWBERRY POT 
See:— Vol. 25, No. 3, Page 87. 

After five (5) years, the old Stanwellia spider-burrow has a new tenant. 
In the interim, | had planted an apple-seedling into the pot and it now 
stands twelve (12) centimetres high — at this season (July), leafless, of 
course. 

| noticed that the main tunnel-mouth had been tidied up and reinforced 
with silk and then an air-shaft entrance had appeared nearby, only seven 
(7) centimetres away. 

| couldn't lure that spider out, so threaded a fine grass blade as far down 
the main tunnel as it would go. Next morning, it had been edged out: tried a 
heavier grass blade. It has been very firmly anchored to the silken rim of 
the opening, as has the last autumn leaf which fell from the seedling. A light 
"lid" of silk now veils the entrance. Mr. or Ms. Spider is at home. 
L. Lane 
Barkly Street, 
Geelong East, 3219. 
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MY FIRST TRIP TO THE CENTRE 


By Denis Greenwell 


Winter in Geelong. The very words bring an involuntary shiver to even 
the most hardy individual. But for Claire and me there was to be some 
respite, for soon we were to be heading north, our destination Alice 
Springs. 

We caught the train from Geelong one Sunday afternoon late in August 
1992, with a biting southerly wind blowing and the thermometer registering 
an apologetic 10°C. At Spencer Street station we boarded The Overlander 
for Adelaide. Dawn saw us approaching a mist-shrouded Murray Bridge. 
We travelled through Belair State Park and then on to the Adelaide 
terminus. 

After breakfast at the station bistro we made our way to platform one 
where The Ghan was waiting and at 10.30 a.m. precisely the train began to 
move slowly forward and we were on our way to Alice Springs. We spent 
the day reading, relaxing and enjoying the changing scenery from the 
comfort of our seats, past curiously named Snowytown, Port Pirie and Port 
Augusta and as dusk fell, Pimba. 

Next morning we were awake by 5 o’clock and after a shower we were 
ready to watch the sunrise over the Centralian Desert. The red glow of 
dawn had been in the sky for some time and now came a pinpoint of 
brilliant red as the sun made its appearance on the eastern horizon. Within 
just a few minutes it had risen fully and the desert was bathed in an 
orange-red glow. As the minutes passed and the red became daylight, the 
subtle colours of the desert began to come alive; the blue-green of the salt 
bush, the rich orange of the earth and the scarlet and black of the Sturts 
Desert Peas, which had flowered after the recent rains. 

We made our way to the buffet car and ordered a light breakfast, then 
made our way to a carriage with tables and chairs, which offered 
uninterrupted views on both sides of the train. Here we sat eating our toast 
and cereal whilst gazing at the panorama which extended to the horizon. 

We thought we had the carriage to ourselves, when a voice from behind 
us said “Beautiful, isn't it!” | turned and found myself looking into the face of 
a young man; his expression was one of pride, his dark features 
proclaiming aboriginal blood. | simply smiled and nodded; further comment 
seemed unnecessary. 


At 9.30 a.m. The Ghan rolled to stop and we stepped out into the warm 
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sunshine. Claire’s mother was there to greet us and soon we were in her 
car travelling the 15 kilometres to what was to be our home for the next two 
weeks. 

Our accommodation was an Atco type demountable building, as used 
extensively on building sites and by the mining industry. It had all modern 
conveniences with electricity and water and an air conditioner in every 
room. 

While Claire unpacked and made the place comfortable, | set about 
cleaning the windows which had a thick layer of red dust on them. | wanted 
to be sure that we had an uninterrupted view of any of the birds that we had 
been assured would be visiting the garden. Even as | set about my task a 
flock of Grey-crowned Babblers arrived and been fossicking for food and 
behaving in a most unruly manner. Then a male Mistletoebird alighted on a 
branch less than two metres from the front door, while a small flock of 
about a dozen Major Mitchell Cockatoos flew into the old Ghost Gum less 
than twenty metres away. 

The day had been long and now as evening began to close in the setting 
sun cast a golden mantle on the ranges just a few kilometres away. Soon 
evening had given way to night, so much more quickly than it does at 
home, and now the geckoes had come to gorge themselves on the host of 
moths that were attracted to the light on the porch. 

The next few days were spent exploring our immediate surroundings 
and further afield. There were so many new sights to see and species of 
bird that we had not seen before were common, like the Black Kites that 
were constantly circling above, even in town, and Splendid and Variegated 
Fairy-wrens were as common as the Superb Fairy-wren was at home. 

We visited the area to the west of Alice Springs and saw some really 
spectacular scenery in places like Simpsons Gap, where we spotted Dusky 
Grasswrens and Slaty-backed Thornbills, and Ormiston Gorge with its 
rainbow-hued rock and Spinifex Pigeons. Then on to Glen Helen Gorge 
where we cast caution to the winds and took a helicopter flight, which gave 
us magnificent views of the surrounding countryside. 

After a week or so, we received an invitation from Claire's cousin to 
spend a few days at his cattle station about 300 kilometres north of Alice 
Springs. Neutral Junction Station is a medium-sized property by Territory 
standards, being around one and a quarter million acres. While we were 
there we were able to experience some of the daily routine of life on the 
station, from listening in on School of the Air lessons, to helping out on the 
Bore Run, where we were driven at breakneck speed (up to 120 kph!) 
along dirt roads that linked each of the artesian bores that had to be 
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checked. 


Upon our return to Alice Springs we reluctantly began to prepare for our 
homeward journey. It was a foregone conclusion that we would visit Uluru 
and next morning, with the car almost bursting at the seams with all our 
belongings and souvenirs, we headed south. Claire and | took turns at 
driving, covering 100 km each. We found that by doing this we were able to 
stay fresh and alert on the almost arrow-straight Stuart Highway. The day 
was a warm one in the high twenties and we were grateful for the car’s air 
conditioning even though, strictly speaking, it was still winter. 

. Just before 6 p.m. we arrived at Yulara and picked up the key to the on— 
site van we had booked. Time for the inevitable cup of tea and a shower, 
then off to the viewing area some fifteen kilometres away, where we joined 
hundreds of other tourists waiting to see the colours of the setting sun on 
“The Rock”. 

We returned to Yulara shortly after dark and after our evening meal went 
to bed almost immediately, but not before a quick tour of our campsite, 
where we were rewarded with our first sighting of one of the local dingoes 
that make their home close by and benefit from the many visitors, by 
scavenging from waste bins. 

Next morning we were up and dressed before dawn in order to watch 
the sunrise and complete a “whistle stop” tour of as many of the aboriginal 
sites as we could fit in at both Uluru and Kata Tjuta. 

Evening found us both exhausted and happy after such a full day and it 
seemed that no sooner had we collapsed into our beds than it was morning 
again and time for our departure. 

We had by now travelled many hundreds of kilometres and we were 
encouraged to see that so much of the outback had apparently escaped 
the attention of civilization, but now as we neared Coober Pedy we were 
confronted with the devastation that was being wreaked in the pursuit of 
opals. For endless kilometres on both sides of the road, as far as the eye 
could see, were piles of pale-coloured subsoil, each one being the spoil 
from shafts that had been sunk in the search for opals, those beautiful 
gems of the desert. There were no trees or shrubs to mention, only the 
sparse partial cover of saltbush. In the whole time we were there, about a 
day and a half, we recorded only six species of bird and a Bearded Dragon 
lizard. This was certainly no place to visit to see wildlife, though the bus 
tour, taking in many of the underground dwellings and workings, was of 
great interest. 

The final part of our journey to Adelaide was most enjoyable and the 
further south we travelled, the more we were treated to the show of spring 
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flowers, which in many places carpeted the ground, in what reminded me 
of the English meadows | remember as a boy, before the days of 
indiscriminate herbicide spraying. 

As the day wore on traffic began to increase, until at Port Augusta we 
came to our first set of traffic lights. We had returned to civilization, but our 
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minds were a thousand kilometres away, back in the Centre. 


BIRD SIGHTINGS 23/8/92 — 4/9/92 


Emu 
Hoary-headed Grebe 
Pacific Heron 
Black Swan 
Hardhead 
Black Kite 
Whistling Kite 
Little Eagle 
Wedgetailed Eagle 
Black-tailed Native Hen 
Australian Kestrel 
Banded Lapwing 
Masked Lapwing 
Red-kneed Dotterel 
Pink Cockatoo 
Galah 
Cockatiel 
Mulga Parrot 
Port Lincoln Parrot 
Budgerigah 
Horsfields Bronze-Cuckoo 
Hed-backed Kingfisher 
Fairy Martin 

ainbow Bee-eater 
Singing Bushlark 
Rufous Songlark 
Richards Pipit 
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Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike 


Red-capped Robin 
Chiming Wedgebill 
White—browed Babbler 
Grey-crowned Babbler 
Clamorous Reed Warbler 
Little Grassbird 

Splendid Wren 
White—winged Wren 
Variegated Wren 

Dusky Grasswren 

Weebill 

Yellow-rumped Thornbill 
Slaty-backed Thornbill 
Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater 
Yellow-throated Miner 
Singing Honeyeater 
White-plumed Honeyeater 
Pied Honeyeater 

Brown Honeyeater 
Mistletoebird 

Zebra Finch 

Black-faced Woodswallow 
Magpie Lark 

Pied Butcherbird 
Torresian Crow 


PROGRAM 1993/94 


SEPTEMBER 
7 General meeting: "Irian Jaya" — Margaret Cameron 
11 Plant Group excursion. Mt. Duneed/Torquay 
12  Orange-bellied parrot count. Swan Bay — Leader: Bird Group 
14 Plant Group meeting. "Asteraceae" — Chris Hose 
19 Excursion. Eumerella Scout Camp. Leaders: Peter Coates ἃ Chris Hose 
(Ph: 434432) 
23 Evening at Deakin University Science Faculty — Leader: Roy Whitesid 
(Ph: 433279) 
28 Bird Group meeting. "Caring for Injured Birds" — Peter Coates. 
OCTOBER 
2/8 Excursion. You Yangs. Boneseed eradication ἃ BBQ -- 
Leaders: Rob Beardsley (Ph: 411951) and Val Dedman (Ph: 432374). 
5 General meeting. "Native Freshwater Fish" — lan Smith. 
9 Plant Group excursion. Anglesea/Moggs Creek 
12 Plant Group meeting. "Mainly Orchids" — Betty Quirk. 
1517  W.V.F.N.C.A. campout. Mt. Arapiles 
17 Excursion. Wallington Bushland Reserve & Ocean Grove Nature 
Reserve. Identification workshop. Leaders: Peg Brien (Ph: 554550) & 
lan Woodland (Ph: 216517). 
23 Bird Group meeting. "Tibooburra Birds in the Wet and the Dry" — 
Marilyn Hewish 
NOVEMBER 
2 General meeting: "Ocean-Land Interface" — John Sherwood 
6 Plant Group excursion. Steiglitz. 
9 Plant Group meeting. "Bannockburn Bushland Flora" — Bernie McRitchie 
21 Excursion. Bannockburn & Teesdale bush. Leaders: Gordon McCarthy 
(Ph: 431826) & Dianne Hughes (Ph: 815391). 
23 Bird Group meeting. "Birdwatching in Hong Kong" — John Bottomley. 
DECEMBER 
7 General meeting: Members' night. "Kimberley Safari '93" 
12 Excursion. Reedy Lake cruise or walk. Leaders: Barry Lingham 
(Ph: 554291) & Graeme Tribe (Ph: 552302). 
14 Plant Group meeting and excursion. Buckley Falls — Mark Trengrove. 


SUBSCRIPTION RATES 1993/94 DUE 1st APRIL 


Supporting Membership (Inc. "Geelong Naturalist").................. $25.00 
Ordinary Membership (Inc. "Geelong Naturalist")..................... $20.00 
Family/Joint Membership (Inc. "Geelong Nautralist")................. $30.00 
Junior/Student Membership (Inc. "Geelong Naturalist")............... $5.00 
Corporate Membership (Clubs, Organisations, etc.) 

(Incas GeelongjNatüralist) eee US $25.00 
Subscription to "Geelong Naturalist" only... ....917.00 
Monthly Newsletter posted on request... $8.00 
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